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J^OEEI&U  HEV.'S  0^  APPLES 


CQPSMIAG3N  AS      MA-POT  ?GR  jilvSRICx^lT  ^-PPI£S 

The  fruit  brokers  of  Bremen  and  Hs.nburg  have  patched  closely  the 
acrivities  in  the  Copenhas^en  fruit  market,  expecting  that  center  oo  call 
upon  them  for  a  large  portion  of  its  fruit  rsquj.rements-     Copenhagen  supplied 
all  of  Scandinavia  with  fresh  fi-uit  during  the  icar,  hut  with  the  return  of 
peace  the  German  "brokers  felt  in     hotter  position  than  Copenhagen  to  secure 
the  quantities  necessary  to  supply  northern  E'urope. 

It  is  true  that  Copenhagen  finds  it  necessary  to  supplement  direct 
apple  shipments  from  America  with  purchases  of  American  api-.les  in  other 
European  markets,  hut  the  greater  part  of  such  business  is  done  in  British 
and  not  German  centers  of  distribution.    Operators  in  Glas^.-ow,  Liverpool, 
Hull  and  London  are  kept  informed  of  supplies  on  hand  and  afloat  for  Copen- 
hagen direct,  and  are  instructed  as  to  when  to  purchase  in  the  United  Kingdom 
for  Danish  account. 

The  Present  Status  of  Copenhagen  Auctions. 

Luring  1S23  Lor^mrk  imported  llS,23o  boxes  and  2S,k2S  barrels,  or  a 
total  equivalent  of  65.SU1  barrels  of  Anierican  apples,,     Since  Copehtiagen  does 
210X  supply  great  qijantities  to  centers  outside  Den::mrk,  these  fii:ures  give  a 
fair  idea  as  to  the  size  of  the  Copenhagen  market  and  of  the  I^nish  ap-pctito 
for  American  apples*    It  was  the  development  of  this  domestic  Danish  trade 
which,  contrary  to  the  expectations  of  the  German  brokers,  sustained  the 
Copenhagen  market  after  the  war.    Furthermore,  Copenhagen  v±Lolesalers  like  the 
Convenience  of  dealing  T/ith  native  brokers. 

There  are  two  auction  brokers  in  the  Copenhagen  market,  which,  in  common 
with  so  many  European  auction  markets,  is  based  upon  the  Spanish  orange  trade, 
American  apples,  however,  fill  a  large  ^p  and  afford  a  good  revenue.  For 
that  reason,  therefore,  the  business  is  being  pushed,  the  fruit  being  handled 
as  far  as  possible  as  are  the  consignments  from  Spain. 

4-uction  Methods  in  Copenhagen. 

Both  of  the  auction  companies  have  leased  sheds  in  the  Free  Fort.  .--,;rc 
fruit  is  unloaded  from  Spanish  steamers  directly  into  the  sheds  where  it  is 
shown  for  sale.    Apples  from  Czechoslovakia  and  the  Tyrol  are  brought  to  the 
same  premises  by  railway  cars.    Apples  coming  from  ^micrica  on  the  direct  snips 
are  not  discharged  at  the  sheds,  but  are  put  on  the  quay  at  a  dixferont  point 
in  the  Free  Port,  and  are  removed  by  the  trucks  of  the  brokers  as  fast  as  they 
are  discharged,  being  carried  to  their  leased  sheds. 


The  fruit  is  displayed  after  the  Qerffjaii  fashion.    Sales  are  held  in  a 
sales  roorr.  in  the  city  of  Copenhagen,  a  couple  of  miles  distant,  on  Tuesdays 
and  Pridays.    Sanples  are  shown  in  the  morning  and  sales  start  at  3,00  p,rn,  and 
last  until  conpletea,  often  lasting  into  the  nighty    Both  auction  companies  use 
the  sair.e  sales  roon  and  take  half  hour  turns  selling  to  the  same  audience  of 
Duyers, 

The  Duyers  have  a,n  a.sso elation  much  the  same  s.s  in  Hainburg,  although 
there  is  not  the  necessity  of  its  being  quite  so  well  organized,  Scandinavian 
-purchasers  from  out  of  the  city  have  their  Copenhagen  correspondents  to  do 
their  buj'ing. 

Storage  in  Cop enha,gen 

Cold  storage  space  may  be  secured  at  a  rate  of  "JO  /ire  per  box  per  nonth* 
This  arrjDunts  to  about  13fJ  per  box.    Space,  hovrever,  is  limited « 

It  TTas  stated  that  ordinarily  cold  storage  in  Copenhagen  is  not  required 
since  the  ?7inters  ere  such  that  the  fruit  sheds  are  kept  at  3.  I017  tenperature , 
suitable  for  the  storage  of  apples.  The  past  "inter  has  been  an  exception.  It 
v&s  stated  that  the  record  of  the  present  winter  for  high  temperatures  he-s  not 
been  duplicated  since  1759«    Since  the  fruit  sheds  are  equipped  to  prevent 
freezing,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  apples  could  be  held  in  the  sheds 
under  favorable  conditions  as  long  as  vrould  be  necessary, 

Temand  and  Coiiaetition, 


Early  in  the  season  Danish  apples  restrict  the  deirard  for  American  ship- 
ments.   This  coiTpetition  is  follov/ed  by  that  from  Southern  European  districts, 
■v^hich  is  heavier  than  most  American  shippers  realize.     One  firm  alone  handled 
over  K^O  .c3.rios.ds  (12  tons  each)  of  apples  and  pears  from  Central  Europe » 

During  the  ea.rly  years  of  imoortation  of  iimericawn  apples  the  see.son  of 
demnd  ^as  during  the  fall  and  early  winter  :7hen  the  barrels  arrived  in-  good 
condition.    With  the  advent  of  the  'oozied.  apples ,  ho'.'rever,  the  de.riS.nd  has  been 
stretched  out  until  the  end  of  A-jril,    Then  Australian  apples  folios'.  Copenhagen 
is  very  cosmopolitan  in  its  taste  for  fruits  and  during  the  period  of  this  visit 
South  iifrice-n  peaches  and  epricots  appeared  on  the  fruit  stands. 

V/ith  liberal  supplies  of  ^^anish,  Dutch  and  Central  Eujropean  apples 
coming  into  Copenhagen,  preference  there  in  the  matter  of  ^-^nerican  apples  is 
for  the  higher  quality  product.    York  Imperials  are  taken  prior  to  the  New  Year 
as  v;ell  as  Jonathans  and  Spitzenburgs.    After  this  period  the  demand  is  for 
Winesaps  and  IS&ntoYins,    The  demand  is  for  slightly  larger  sizes  in  the  ile-^^-tovns 
than  in  the  case  of  red  apples.    In  the  first  case  from  135' s  to  175' s  are 
wanted  and  in  the  latter  from  150^ s  to  200' s. 

Direct  shipments  from  n&pr  York  are  preferred  on  accoujit  of  the  freedom^ 
from  breakage  in  rehandling  and  the  certain  arrival  of  supplies,    With  a  freight 
rate  of  yO^y.per  box  and  ^1.75  per  barrel  from  i-jev?  York  to  Copenhagen  it  is^ 
cheaper  to  ship  to  HamVarg  under  its  UO^-  rate  and  reship ,  but  this  is  not  done 
to  any  extent  on  accoujat  of  the  injury  in  handling  at  iiamburg. 
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Pacific  Coast  shiTDS  have  started  to  r^ii 
pated  that  this  will  afford  considerable  red nct^L'  Copenhagen.    It  is  antici- 
apples  so  inported.    In  the  week  oi  tnlrfi  i  ^""^^^^^  "^P"^^  '"^^^'^ 

^as  ejected,  the  sale  of  T^l^^  e^Ld^of  ^i^^ 

Oranges  and  Grapefruit. 

Spanish  oranges  on  consi^nent  as  thZ.-  t^-        -PParently  easier  to  secure 
over  the  auctions  in  St"     Pr  ^e    Zl  ^^^V  ^^^^^.^^  ^ol^ 
rest  of  3urope  so  the^e  is  practical^v  ft^  ^^^^f  ^^o  prxces  rulxng  in  the 
for  3pec.ax.?.es  ...  i..  cSZ^^^^^^Z^ 

ratailers!'ttf  SSf  L"X'^         °°  °^  "-^^^  Cop.riag-en  fruit 

a  source  of  s^i;     ^'l^L"       "  i^orters  depend  -^on  London  as 

oi  supply.    ^  lew  aozen  cases  eadi  veek  satisfies  the  demnd. 

Copenhaeen  has  ?,Trellent  gruit  Reta-n  s-^^„. 

retail  Spt^Sth^'Si^al' T/'^.-.^rrTlV'^'  --^1-* 
area,  yet  In  all  ^arts  o?  »      ^  ^*  ^'''^  ^  ^=attered  retail 

conf;c?io„s  are  solf    In  lls  rl  '.here  fruits  and 

average  .^erican  citC.    auo  ^sfo-  \,\V'  v"'"  ^'^^'^ 
are  excellent.  °-  *ops  are  siall  their  fruit  displays 


saT.ln  Smith, 
Specialist  in  Joreign  iaarketing. 


i^ote:  ^i^-  nan.es  and  addresses  of  Gope-nhag^en  inporters  rr^y  be  had 
upoa  request  fron  the  office  of  the  foreign  Section, 
toeau  01  agricultural  Economics. 
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